CARBONIC.

f 7. If, combines, wi$. alkalies, earths, and metallic ox- t QbaP'j**
ides, and forms compounds distinguished by the name PljpspJite
ofphosphites.

8. Sulphuric a,cid produces no change upon it while Action of
cold 5 but at a bpijing hea^ it parts with .some of its
oxygen, and the pbpsphprous acid is cpwerted into
phosphoric acicl. Nitric acid also, when assisted, by
hea,t, convert^ it readily into phosphoric acid. This
finishes us;^isth by fa,r tbe b^est process, for obtaining
ip aQkl,at preseixt known. Mi* phosphorous
obta^d \}j stp^v cpmhustion, with one-eighth of
its- weight of nitric acid of the specific gravity 1*3, and
distil. The nitric acid,is decomp.osed3 and pure phos-
phoric acid remains behind. For this process we are
indebted? to Fourcroy *.

This a,cid has not hitherto, been put to any use. The
history of its preparation is safficiej?^ to convince us#
that it is composed of the same
ric acid,: Buttbe exajpt pr op><nrtion: of these,
has apt, hitherto been

SECT. V:

OF  CARBONIC ACID*

As the rapid progress of chemistry, during the. latter   History.
part of the 18th century, was in a great measure owing

* Fourcroy, ii, 86.